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To the Tradeſmen, Shop- Keepers, Farmers, and 
Common People in General, of the Kingdom 


Brethren, Friends, Countrymen,and Fellow Sub jects, 


HAI I intend now to ſay to 
you, is, next to your Duty to 
God and the Care of your Sal- 
vation, of the greateſt Con- 

cern to your ſelves, and your 

Children, your Bread and Cloathing and every 

common Neceſſary of Life entirely depend up- 

on it. Therefore I do moſt earneſtly exhort 
you as Aer, as Chriſtians, as Parexts, and as 

Lovers of your Country, to read this Paper with 

the utmoſt Attention, or get it read to you by 

others; which that you may do at the leſs Ex- 
pence, I have ordered the Printer to ſell it at 
the loweſt Rate. 

It is a great Fault among you, that when 
a Perſon writes with no other Intention than 
to do you Good you will not be at the Pains to 
read his Advices: One Copy of this Paper may 
ſerve a Dozen of you, which will be leſs than a 
Farthing a-piece. It is your Folly that you 
have no common or general Intereſt in your 
View, not even the Wiſeſt among you, neither 
do you know or enquire, or care who are your 

Friends, or who are your Enemies. 

About three Years ago a little Book was 

written to adviſe all People to wear the Ma- 
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no other Deſign, ſaid nothing againſt the King 
or Parliament, or any Man, yet the POOR 
PRINTER was proſecuted two Years, with the 
utmoſt Violence, and even ſome WEAVERS 
themſelves, for whoſe Sake it was written, be— 
ing upon the JURY, FOUND HIM GUIL- 
TY. This would be enough to diſcourage any 
Man from endeavourirg to do you Good, when 
you will either neglect him, or fly in his Face 
for his Pains, and when he muſt expect only 
Danger to himſelf and Loſs of Mone), perhaps 
to his Ruin. 

However I cannot but warn you once more of 
the manifeſt Deſtruction before your Eyes, if 
you do not behave your ſelves as you ought. | 

I will therefore firſt tell you the plain Story 
of the Fact; and then I will lay before you how 


you ought to act in common Prudence, and e- 


cording to the Laws of your Country. 6.63 
The Fatt is thus, It having been many Years — 
ſince COPPER HALF-PENCE or FAR- F# 
THINGS were laſt Coined in this Kingdom, « Þ} 
they have been for ſome time very ſcarce, and 
many Counterfeit s paſſed aboutaunder the Name 
of RAPS, ſeveral Applications were made to 
England, that we might have Liberty to Coin 
New ones, as in former times we did; but they + 
did not ſucceed. At laft one Mr. WOONS 
a mean ordinary Man, @ Hard Ware Dealer, 
procured a Patent under His MAJESTIES 
BROAD SEAL to Coin FOURSCORE 
AND TEN THOUSAND POUNDS in 
Copper for this Kingdom, which Patent how- 
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(4) 
ever did not oblidge any one here to take them 
unleſs they pleaſed, New you muſi know 
that the HALF-PENCE and FARTHINGS 
in England paſs for very little more than they 
are worth. And if you ſhould beat them to 


Pieces and ſell them to the Brazier, you would 


not loſe above a Penny in a Shilling. But Mr. 
WOODS made his HALF-PENCE of ſuch 


; Baſe Metal, and ſo much ſmaller than the Exg- 


liſh ones, that the Brazier would not give you 
above a Penny of good Money for a Shilling 
of his; ſo that this Sum of Fourſcoure and Ten 
Thouſand Pounds in good Gold and Silver, muſt 
be given for TRASH that will not be worth 
above Eight or Nine T houjand Pounds real Value. 
But this is not the Worſt, for Mr. WOODS 
when he pleaſes may by Stealth ſend over au. 
ther and another Fourſcoure and Ten Thouſand 
Pounds. and buy a# our Goods for Eleven Parts 
in Twelve, under the Value. For Example, if 
a Hatter ſells a Dozen of Hatts for Five $hil. 
lings a-piece, which amounts to Three Pounds, 
and receives the Payment in Mr. WOODS's 

Coin, he really rgceives only the Value of Five 


Shilling s. 
Perhaps you will woader how ſuch an ordi- 


nary Fellow as this Mr. WOODS could have ſo 
much Intereſt as to get his MA JESTIES Broad 


Seal for ſo great a Sum of bad Money, to be 
lent to this Poor Country, and that all the No- 
bility and Gentry here could not obtain the ſame 
Favour, and let us make our own Half-pence as we 


uſed to do. Now I will make that Matter very 
| Plain, 


EF) 
Plain. Weare ata great Diſtancefrom che King s 
Court, and have no Body there to ſolicite for us, 
although a great Number of Lords and Squires, 8 
whoſe Eſtates are here, and are our Country- 
men, ſpending all their Lives and Fortunes 
there. But this ſame Mr. WOODS was able 
to attend conſtantly for his own Intereſt; he is 
an ENGLISH MAN and had GREAT 
FRIENDS, and it ſeems knew very well where 
to give Money, to thoſe that would ſpeak to 
OTHERS that could ſpeak to the KING and 
could tell A FAIR STORY. And HIS MA- 
JESTY, and perhaps the great Lord or Lords 
who adviſed him, might think it was for our 
Country's Good; and ſo as the Lawyers "> 
preſs it, the KING was deceived in his Grant, 
which often happens in 44 Reigus. And! am 
ſure if his MAJESTY knew that ſuch a Patent, 
if it ſhould take Effect according to the Deſire 
of Mr. WOODsS, would utrerly Ruin this 
| Kingdom which hath given ſuch great Proofs 
of it's Loyalty, he would immediately recall it, 
and perhaps ſhew his Diſpleaſure to SOME 
BODY OR OTHER, But a Word to the Wiſe 
is enough. Moſt of you muſthave heard, with 
what Anger our Honourable Houſe of Commons 
received an Account of this WOOD's PA- 
TENT. There were ſeveral Fine Speeches made 
upon It, and plain Proofs that it was all A 
WICKED CHEAT from the Bottom to the 
Top, and ſeveral Smart Votes were printed which 
that ſame Mr. WOODS had the aſſurance to an- 
ſwer likewiſe in Print, and in ſo confident a 
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VVay, as if he were A better Man than our 
whole Parliament put together. 

This WOODS as ſoon as his Patent was paſ. 


ſed, or ſoon after, ſends over a great many Bar- 


rels of theſe HAL . PENCE, to Cork and other 
Seaport Towns, and to get them off offered an 


Hundred Pounds in his Coin for Seventyor Eighty 


in Silvers But the Collectors of the KING'S 


Cuſtoms very honeſtly refuſed to take them, and 
fo did almoſt every Body elſe. And ſince the 

Parliament hath condemned them, and deſired 
the KING that they might be ſtopped, all „ 


Kingdom do abominate them. 


| But WOODS is ſtill working under hand 
to force his HALF-PENCE upon us, and if 
he canby the help of his Friends in England pre- 


vail fo far as to get an Order that the Commiſ- 
ſioners and Collectors, of the KING s Money will 
Receive them, and 'that the ARMY is to be 
paid with them, then he thinks his Work ſhall 
be done. And this is the Difficulty you ſhall 
be under in ſuch a Caſe. For the common Sol 
dier when he goes to the Market or Ale-houſe 
will offer this Money, and if it be refuſed per- 
haps he will SWAGGER and HECTOR, 
and Threaten to Beat the BUTCHER or Ale- 
Wife, or take the Goods by Force, and throw 


them the bad HALF-PENCE. In this and 
the like Caſes, the Shop.keeper, or Yittualer, 


or any other Tradeſmen, has no More fo do, than 
to demand ten times the Price ot his-Goods, if 
it is to be paid in WOAQDS's Money; for Ex- 
ply Twenty Pence of that Money for A 
QUART 
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QUART OF ALE, and ſo in all things elſe, | 
and not part with his Goods till he gets the 
Money. 

For ſuppoſe you go to an ALE- HOUSE 
with that baſe Money, and the Landlord gives 
you a Quart for Four of theſe HALF PENCE, 
what muſt the Victualer do? His BREWER 
will not be paid in that Coin, or if the BREW- 
ER ſhould be ſuch a Fool, the Farmers will not 
take it from them for their Bare, becauſe they 
are bound by their Leaſes to pay their Rents 
in Good and Lawful Money of Exgland, which 
this is not, nor of Ireland neither, and the 
Squire their Landlord will never be ſo bewitched 
to take ſuch Traſh for his Land, ſo that it 
muſt certainly ſtop ſome where of other, and 
wherever it ſtops it is the ſame thing, and we 
are all undone. 

The common weight of theſe HALF- 
PENCE are between Four and Five to an 
Ounce, ſuppoſe Five, then three Shiilings and 
Four Pence will weigh a Pound, and conſe- 
quently Twenty Shillings will weigh Six Pound 
Butter Mieight. Now there are many Hundred 
Farmers who pay Two Hundre Pounds a Year 
Rent. Therefore when one of theſe Farmers 
comes with his Half Years Rent, which is 
one Hundred Pound it will be at leaſt Six 
-1-+ "hh Pound weight, which is Three Horſe - 

oa 
If a *Squire has a mind to come to Town 
to buy Cloaths and Wine and Spices for him 


ſelf 30 Family, or perhaps to paſs the Win 
A 4 ter 


(8) | 
ter here; he muſt bring with him Five, or Six 


Horſes loaden with Sacks as the Farmers bring 
their Corn ; and when his Lady comes in her 


Coach to our Shops, it muſt be followed by a | 


Car loaden with Mr. WOODS's Money. And 
I hope we ſhall have the Grace to take it for no 


| more than it is worth. 


They ſay SQUIRE C---------------.-Y has 
Sixteen Thouſand Pounds a Tear, now if he ſends 
tar his Rent to Town, as it 15 likely he does, he 
muſt have Two Hundred aud FortyHorſes to 
bring up his Half Tears Rent, and Two or Three 
great Cællars in his Houſe for Stowage. But 


What the Bankers will do Icannoe tell. For Iam 


aſſured, thatſome great Bankers keep by them For- 
ty Thouſand Pounds in ready Caſh to anſwer all 
Payments, which Sum in Mr. WQODS's Mo- 
vey, would require Twelve Huudred Horſes to 
Carry it. 

For my own Part I am already reſolved what 
to do; I have a pretty good Shop.of Iriſh Scuffs 


and Sils, and ioſtead of taking Mr. WOOOS's 


bad Copper, I intend to Truck with my Neigh- 


bours the BUTCHERS, and Bakers and Brew- 
ers and the reſt, Goods for Goods, and the little 
601d and Silver I have, I will keep by me like 


my Hearts Blood till better Times, ortiliI am 
juſt ready to 'Starve, and then 1 will buy Mr, 


 WOODS's Money as my Father did the Braſs 


Money in King J AMES's Time, who could 
buy Ten Pound of it with a Guinea, and 1 hope 
to get as much for a Piſtole, and o purchaſe 


Bread from thoſe who will be ſuch Fools as to 


fell It me. | Theſe 
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Theſe HALF-PENCE, if they once. paſs 
will ſoon be COUNTERFEIT, becauſe it 
may be cheaply done, the Stuff is ſo Baſe. 


| ihe DUTCH likewiſe will probably do the 


ſame thing, and ſend them over to us to pay 
for our Goods. And Mr. WOODS will 
never be ar reſt but Coin on : So that in 
ſome Years we ſhall have at leaſt five Times 
Four Score and Ten Thouſand Pounds of this 
Lumber. Now the Qurrent Money of this 
Kingdom is not reckoned to be above Four 


| Hundred Thouſand Pounds in al, and while 


there is a Silver Six-pence left theſe BLOOD- 
SUCKERS will never be quiet. 

When once the Kingdom is reduced to ſuch ' 
a Condition, I will tel you what muſt be the 
End : The Gentlemen of Eſtates will all turn 
off their Tenants for want of Payment, becauſe 
as I told you before, the Tenants are obliged 
by their Leaſes to pay Sterling which is Law- 
ful Current Money of England, then they will 
turn their own Farmers, AS TOO MANY 
OF THEM DO ALREADY, Run 4d into 
Sheep where they can, keeping only ſuch other 
Cattle as are neceſſary, then they will be their 
own Merchants and ſend their Woo# and Butter 
and Hydes and Linnen beyond Sea for ready 
Money and Wine, and Spices, and Silks, They 
will keep only a few miſerable Cottiers. The 
Farmers maſt Rob or Beg, or leave their Count ry. 
The Shop-keepers in this and every other Town, 
muſt Break and Starve : For it is the Landed. 
man that maintains the Merchant, and Shop- 
and Handycrafts Man, But 


A | 
But when the *Squire turns Farmer and Mer- 
chant himſelf, all the good Money he gets 


from abroad, he will hoard up or ſend for Eng. 


land, and keep ſome poor Taylor or Weaver and 
the like in his own Houſe, who will be glad to 
get Bread at any Rate. 

E ould never have done if I were to tell you 


all the Miſeries that we ſhall undergo if we be 


Jo Fooliſh and Wioked as to take this CURSED 
COYN. It would be verv hard if all Jrelaud 
ſhould be put into Oe Scale, and this ſorry Fel- 
Jom WO DS into the other, that Mr. WOODS 
ſhould weigh down fis whole Kingdom, by which 
England gets above a Million of good Money 
every Year clear into their Pockers and that is 


more than the Engliſh do by allthe World beſides. 


But your great Comfort 1s, that as his MA- 
FESTIES Patent does not oblige you to take this 
Money, fo the Laws have not given the Crown 


'a Power of forcing the Subjects to take what 


Mone) the KING pleaſes : For then by the ſame 
Reafon we might be bound to take PEBBLE- 
STONES or Cockle. Shells or Stamped Leather 
for current Coin, if ever we ſhould happen 
to live under an ill PRINCE, who might 
Iikewiſe by the ſame Power make a Guinea paſs 
for Ten Pounds, a SHiding for Twenty Shillings, 
and fo on, by which he would in a ſhort Time get 
all the Silver and Gold of the Kingdom into his 


own Hands, and leave us nothing but Braſs or 


Leather or what he pleaſed. Neither is any 


Thing reckoned more Cruel or Oppreſſive in the 
French Government than their common Practice 


of 
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zf calling in all their Money after they have 
unk it very low, and then coining it a New 
at a much higher Value, which however is not 


he Thouſand Part ſo wicked as this ahoming- 
le Proje of Mr. WOODS. For the French 


give their Subjects Sie r for Silver and Gold 


or Gold, but this Fefow wil! not ſo much as 
give us good Braſs or Copper for our Gold and 
Silver, nor even a Twelfth Part of their 
Worth. 

_ Having ſaid thus much, I will now go on to 
tell you the Judgments of ſome great Lawyers 
in this Matter, whom I fee'd on purpoſe for 
our Sakes, and got their Opinions under their 


Grounds, 

A Famous Law-Book, cal d the Mirrour of 
Juſtice, diſcourſing of the Articles (or Laws) 
ordained by our Antient Kings declares the 
Lew to be as follows : It was ordained that no 


King ofthis Realm ſhould Change, Impair, or A- 


mend the Money or make any other Money than 
ef Gold or Silver, without the Aſſent of al the 
Counties, that is, as my Lord Coke ſays 5 
without the Aſſent of Parliament. n 


This Boe“ is very Antient, and of great 
Authority fur the Time in which it was wrote, 


and with that Chatacter is often quoted by 
that great Lawyer my Lard Coke. 
By the Laws of England, the ſeve- 2 Inſt. 576. 7: 
ral Metals are divided into Law- 


ful ox true Metal and unlawful or falſe Aetal, 


the Former comprehends Silver or Goſd ; the 
1 8 | | Latter 


ands, that I might be ſure I went upon good 
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Latter all Baſer Metals: That the Former is only 
to pals in Payments appears by an Act of Par- 
ſiament made the Twentieth Yearof 
2 In}. 577. Edward the Firſt, called the Statute 
CORCErmENg the paſſing nr of Penee which 
I give you hereas 1 gor it tranſlated into Engliſh, 
for ſome of our Laws at that Time were as lam 
told writ in Latin: Whoever in Buying or Selling 
preſumeth to refaſe an Half. penny or Farthing 
of Lawful Money. bearins the Stamp which it 
ght to ha, let him be ſeized on as a Contemner of 

the King's Majeſt y and caſt into Priſon. 
By this Starate no Perſon is to be reckoned 
a Contemner of the KING's Majeſty, and for 
that Crime to be committed to Priſon ;, but he 
who. refuſes to accept the KING's Coin made 
of Lawful Metal, by which, as Iobſerved before, 

Siſver and Gold only are intended. 

That this is the true Conſtruct ion of the AF, 
appears not only from the plain Meaning of the 
Words, but from my Lord Coke's Ob- 
2 Inſt. 577. ſervation upon it. By this Act (ſays he) 
it appears, that no Subject can be forc'd 
To take in Bay ing or Selling or other Payments, 
any Money made but of Lawful Metal; that 
is, of Silver or Gold. 1 
The Law of England gives the KING al 
Mines of Gold and Silver, but not the Mines of 
other Metals, the Reaſon of which Prero- 
| gative or Power, as it is given by 
2 Inſt. 5 77. my Lord Cobe ĩs becauſe Money can 
de made of Gold and Silver, but 


not of ot! ner Metals. 


Purſuant 


( 13 | 
ly Purſuant to this Optnich Half. -pence and Far 
r- Fhings were antiently made of Silver, which is 
of Inoſt evident from the Act of Parliament of Hen- 
te hy the 4th Chap. 4. by which it is enacted as fol- 
ch Jows. Item for the great Scarcity that is at pre- 
h, ſent within the Realm of England of Half-pence 
m nd Farthings of Silver, it is ordained and A ablifh. 
g d that the Third Part of alt the Money of Silver 


1g Plate which ſhall be brought to the Bullion, ſhalt © © 


if We made in Halt-pence aM Farthings. This ſhews 
F hat by the Word Half. penny and Farthing of Law- 
ful Money in that Statute concerning the Paſ. 

d ng of Pence, are meant a ſmaf Coin in Half. 
r pence, and Farthings of Silver. | 
This is further manifeſt from the Statute of 
he Ninth Year of Edward the 3d. Chap. 3. 
hich Enacts That no Sterling HALF- PENNY 
r FARTHING be Molten for to make Veſſel, 
» hr any ot her thing by the Gold. ſmiths nor others, 
e pon Forfeiture of the Money jo molten or melted: 
- | By another AQ in this Rigs Reign Black 
) Woney was not to be current in England, aud by 
| Þn Act made in the Eleventh Year of his Reign 
„Chap. 5. Gaffey Hajf-pence were not to pats, what 
* Kind of Coin theſe were 1 do not know, but I 
preſume they were made of Baſe Meral and that 

| theſe Ads were no New Laws, bu: farther De- 
larations of the old Laws relating to the Coin. 
Thus the Law ſtands in Relation to Coin, nor 
Isthere any Example to the contrary except one 
in Davis's Reports who tells us that in the time 
of Tyrane's Rebellion QUEEN ELIZABETH 
erdered Monty of Mixt Metal to be Coyned 
Ta 
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( 14 
in the Tower of London, and ſent over hither 
for Payment of the ARMY, obliging all People 
to receive it and Commanding that all Silver 
Money ſhould be taken only as Bullion, that is, 
for as much as it weighed. Davis tells us ſe- 
veral Particulars in this Matter too long here 
to trouble you with, and that the Privy Conn- 
eil of this Kingdom obliged a Merchant in Eng- 
land to receive this mixt Money for Goods tranſ- 
mitted hither. | 


But this Preceeding is rejected by all the beſt Jin 
Lawyers as contrary to Law, the Pri un- Coun- Pe 
ci] here having no ſuch Power. And beſides it Jill 
is to be con ſidered, that the Queen was then un- th. 
der great Difficulties by a Rebellion in this to 
Kingdom aſſiſted from Spain, and whatever is done ful 
in great Exigences and Dangerous Times ſhould | fo1 
never be an Example to proceed by in Seaſons | 
of Peace and Outetneſs. | pa 

I will now my Dear Friends to fave you the | Tr 
Trouble, ſet before you in ſhort, what the Law | be 
obliges you to do, and what it does zot oblige Pe. 
you to. Sil 

Firſt, you are oblig'd to take all Money in for 
Payments which is cojn'd by the KING and is lik 
of the Engliſh Standard *or Weight, provided Im) 

| it be of Gold or Silver. 

1 Secondly, you are not obliged to take any car 
Money which is not of Gold or Silver, no not Br, 
the HALF-PENCE, or FARTHINGS fke 
of England, or of any other Country, and it is felſ 
only for Convenience, or Eaſe, that you are Do 
Content to take them, becauſe the Cuſtom of pet 
4 | Ccining 
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(15 ) 
Coining Silver HALF-PENCE & FARTHINGS 


hath long been left oft, I will ſuppoſe on Account. 


of their being ſubject to be loſt. 
Thirdly, much lefs are you obliged to take 


thoſe Vile Half-Pence of that ſame WOODS, 


by which you muſt loſe almoſt Eleven-Pence 1n 


every Shilling. 


Therefore my Friends ſtand to it One and Al, 


Irefuſe this Filthy Traſh ; It is no Treaſon to 
KRebel againſt Mr. WOODS, His MAJESTY 
in his Patent obliges no body to take theſe Half 

Pence, our GRACIOUS PRINCE hath no ſo 


ill Adviſers about him; or if he had. yet you ſee 
the Laws have not left it inthe KING's Power, 


to force us to take any Coin but what is Law- 


ful, of right Standard Gold and Silver, there- 
fore you have nothing to fear. | 


And let me in the next Place apply my ſelf 


particularly to you who are the poor Sort of 
Tradeſmen, perhaps you may think you will not 
be ſo great Loſers as the Rich, if theſe Half- 
Pence ſhould paſs, becauſe you ſeldom ſee any 


Silver and your Cuſtomers come to your Shops 


or Stalls with nothing but Brafs, which you 
likewiſe find hard to be got, but you may take 
my Word, whenever this Money gains Footing 
among you, you will be utterly undone; if you 
carry theſe Zalf-Pence to a Shop for Tobacco or 


Brandy, or any other Thing you want, the SHop- 
keeper will advance his Goods accordingly or 


elſe he muſt break and leave the Key under the 
Door. Do you think J will ſell you a Yard of ten- 
peuny Stuff for Twenty of Mr. WOODS Half. 

ED Pence, 
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(18) | 
Pence, no, not under Two hundred at leaſt, nei— 
ther will I beat the Trouble of counting, but 
weigh them inaLump ; I will tell you one Thing 
further, that if Mr. WOOD's Project ſhould 
take, it will ruin even our Beggars, For when J 
give a Beggar an Half penny, it will quench his 


| Thirſt, or go a good way to fill his Belly, but 


the Twelfth Part of a Half-penny will do him 
no More Service than if 1 thould give him three 
Pins out of my Sleeve 

In ſhort theſe Halt-pence are like the accurſed 
Thing, which. as the Scripture tele us, the Chil- 
dren of Ifriel were forbidden to touch, the) will 
run about like the Plague and deſtroy every one 
who lays his Hands upon them, I have beard 
Scholars talk of a Man who told a King that he 
had invented a Way to torment People by putting 
them into a Bull of Braſs with a Fire under 
it, but the Prince put the Projector firſt into 

z5 own Brazen Bull to make the Experiment ; 
this very much reſembles the Project of Mr. Wood, 
and the like of this may poſſibly be Mr. Wood's 
Fate, that the Braſs he contrived to torment 
this Kingdom with, may prove his own Torment, 
and his Deſtruction at laſt. 


N. B. The AUTHOR of this Paper is informed byPer 
ſons who have made their Buſineſs to be exact in their 

Obſervations on the true Value of theſe HALE-PENCE, 
that any Perſon may expect to get a Quart of Iwo Pen- 
ny Ale for Thirty-ſix of them. : 

I defire all Perſons may keep this Paper carefully by 
them to Refreſh their Memories whenever they ſhall 
have farther Notice of Mr. WOOb's Half-pence, or any 
other the like Impoſture. 

E INI 


